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SERMON 
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were Beheaded, Sc. 
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8 XVI. 10. laſt Clauſe. 
. they became a „ 


HE Words are ſpoken of Korath, 
| Dathan and Abiram, and their ſe- 
WW ditious Accomplices, - who had 
been famom in the Congregation vf 
— a}, and Men of Renown ; til 
y 'render'd themſelves Infamous by 22 vile 
1. 2gainſt hn . whom - _— Fe 
pointed Tos 
of which, 2 of that — ominious Death, 
that was the juſt Re ward of their inſolent Wicked / 
neſs, their Names have ſince deſcended with Re- 
A 2 proach 
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proach and a Blot, through all the Ages of the 
Church. g 1 | 

UPON Occaſionally mentioning theſe Men, 
the ſacred Hiſtorian digreſſes from the Deſign 
he had in Hand; and as tho' they were not to 
be Named without ſome Note of Infamy and 
Diſgrace, obſerves concerning them; Thi 1 
THAT Dathan and Abiram— As Ahaz is 
diſtinguiſhed in like manner, This ii THAT King 
Ahaz, q. d. That Vile and Infamous Wretch : 
This is That Dathan and Abiram, which were fa- 
20114 in the Congregation, who ſtrove againſt Moſes 
and againſ? Aaron in the Company of Korah, when 
they ftrbve, againſt the LORD ;; And the Earth 
opened her Mouth, and ſwallowed them up with Ro- 
rath, when that Company died, what time the Fire 


BECAME A SIGN. 

{IT is plain, the Spirit of GOD intends we 
ſhould take ſome ſpecial Notice of ſo ſignal and 
memorable an Occurrence ; I mean, of the Sin of 
theſc Seditious Men,and of the Puniſhment that was 
inflicted upon them : Otherwiſe we ſhould not 
have ſo large and particular an account of it, as 
is contain d in one whole Chapter; nor be ſo 
frequently refer d to it by the inſpir'd Writers in 


it has ſo much room in Qur Bible, it cannot be 
an improper Imployment in our ons Aſſem- 
blies, to be meditating on, and endeavouring to 
1mprove any other Event of the ſame Nature ; 
and very like to this, in moſt of the awful and 
important Parts of it. It is with this View 
that. I have choſe to diſcourſe from this Text at 
Preſent : With Reference to which I ſhall eg · 


i 


J. IN- 


devour d two hundred and fifty Men AND THEY 


the Old Teſtament and in the New And fecing 
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I. INTO the CHARATTER of the Per- 
ſons, of whom it informs us, that THEY be- 
came 4 Sign | 

II. INTO the RE ASON of OY Suffering 
at ſuch a Rate as that ſuggeſts. * | 

III. INTO the MANNER how they became 
a Sign, and the particular IMPORT 81 Means 
ing of that Expreſſion. And then I ſhall © 

TV. CONCLUDE with ſome Inferences of 
Truth and Puty from what ſhall be offer d to 
our Thoughts, N 


I. I AM to enquire into the CHARACTER 
of theſe Perſons of whom the Text informs us, 
that THEY became a Sign. And 

Firſt, 1 OBSERVE that they were Men ef 
Eminence, and of diſtinguiſhed Quality. Korath 
who was Head of the Faction, as appears from 
St. Jude s calling it the Gain. ſaying of Core, was 
a Chief Man of his Tribe, and a near Relati- 
on of the ſupream Magiſtrate, Moſes : He was the 
Son of Izhar, which Khar was the Brother of 
Amram, the Father of Moſes ; to whom therefore 
he was related as Couſin-German. He was alſo 
polleſs'd of a great Eſtate, as Joſephus frequently 
intimates. Of Dathan and Abiram, it is ſaid 
in'the Verſe before the Text, that they were fa- 
mous in the Congregation ; they were ſome of the 
firſt Rank in the Tribe of Reuben, and excell'd in 
Wealth, as the ſame Author reports f. We read 
alſo of ON, the Son of Peleth, a conſiderable 
Man of the ſame Tribe, who was Confederate 
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Numb. 
xvi. 2. 


: X. 2. 


wWith the reſt in the 


A ther. 


eginning of this Mutiny : 
but thexe is o further Account of him in the 
remaining Parts of the Story; either becauſe he 
repented of his Sin, and withdrew himſelf be- 
times; Or elſe, he did not render. himſelf ſo re- 
markable and obnoxious as the others. 

- NOW theſe Prime Men drew into their Con- 


ſpiracy two hundred and. fifty Perſons more, who 


were all Men, of ſome Diſtinction and Figure; 
fe they are all Prixer ele, pe 
ig. the Congregation, and Men. of Renown ; poſibl 

they were eldeſt Sons and Heads of Families 
and ſome * fay, © Members of the Great Coun- 
te cih of the Nation, whom Moſes was wont to 
< call and adviſe with, about the Publick Affairs 
© of it. They were in Comitiis Senatgrum, in the 
« geat Aſſembly, which ſate in Parliament at 
* the, Dogs, ef the Tabernacle of the Congregation, 
Which was the Place where they met toge- 


Hs the Faction gather d Strength, by the 
deduction of fo great a Number of eminent Per- 
fans, . wha muſt have no ſmall Influence over the 
meaner fart; many of whom, on the Account 
af ſame Dependances on them, or of ſome Pre- 
judices conceiy'd in their Fayour, would be 
ready to cd Ella any thing they ſhould 
propale 2 to follow whereyer they ſhould lee 
to lea em. 5 | 
5 MEN of Riches and Reno have great Op- 
portunities to promote the Caule of Sedition 
end Faction, whenever they have Hearts to do 
fo : And their Ayarice and Ambition does of- 
tentimes diſpoſe them to try the Efficacy of their 
Influence that way: When, by how much the 


Vid. Biſhop Stillingfleet on Jude 11. 1 
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greater that proves, by ſo much the more is 
their Guilt enhanced, and the ſorer Puniſhment 
becomes their due. Great Men, when Strangers 
to Goodneſs, ang abandon'd to their Luſts, are 
the moſt capable Inſtruments Satan employs, to 
promote the Deſigns of his Kingdom, and to 
fill the World with Confuſion and Horrors. 
IT has been a very unhappy Circumſtance in 
the late monſtrous Rebellion, that ſo many Men 
of Name and Figure have given into it; and ex- 
pos d themſelves to the Reſentments and juſt Re- 
venge of their Country, by ſo baſe and unnatu- 
ral an Enterprize : That ſome diſtinguiſi d as 
Nobles, ſome bearing the venerable Name of Se- 
nators ; with others, famous in the Iſland for 
their exalted Stations, or their great Eſtates, 
ſhould fink themſelves into ſo much · Ignominy 
and Contempt, by proſtituting their Intereſts 
and Names in fo deteſtable a Cauſe. We are 
told by a * Authority, that the moſt notorious 


Inſtruments of thoſe wicked Purpoſes, which have 
iſſued in this Rebellion, were coumenant d b 
particular Marks of publick Favour and Diſtinction; 
and that falſe and dangerous Notions of a fole He- 
 reditary Right to the Imperial Crown of theſe Realms, 
were . in and encourag d by Perſons in the 
biekeſf ruſt and Employments, contrary to the an- 
a undoubted and eſtabliſhed Laws of theſe King- 
Ms. | 
Secondly, THERE were ſeveral of the Tribe of 
Levi amongſt them, who were themſelves Le- 
uites by Office; particularly Korah, the prime Numb. 
Incendiary ; who is on this Account reminded xi. 1. 
by Moſes, that GOD had brought him near to him- 
ſelf. But beſides him, there appears to have been a 
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| * Houſe of Commons in the Articles of Impeachment. 
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considerable Number. of, Ae Levirer,” from 
Ver. 7, 8, thoſe Words | of f Moſes,” Te take too much upon Jou, 
9» 10. je Sons f Levi: Hear 1 Pray you, ye Sons of Levi, 
= ſeemeth it but a ſmall thing unto you, that the GOD 
© of Iſrael. bath ſeparated you from the Congregation of 


Ifrael, to bring you near to himſelf, to do the Service | 


ef the Tabernacle of the LORD, and to ſtand before 
r:the Congregation to miniſter unto them ? &. 
THE Levites were nearer to GOD than the 
other Tribes, tho' not ſo near as the Prieſts ; They 
only were to approach the Altar, and to offer In- 
- cenſe and Sacrifice; while the Levites were to ua 
on the Sons of Aaron in the Service of the Houſe of the 
_- LORD in the Courts, and in the Chambers, and in the 
{;purifying of all holy Things : They, in Com- 
mon with the Prieſts, were to ſing the Praiſes 
ef GOD, and to teach the People according to the 
. good Word of the LORD, Now this was high 
and honourable Work, as Miſes intimates in 
thoſe expoſtulatory Words, Seemeth it but a 
- ſmall Thing unto you This might well employ 
their Time, their Strength and their Zeal; and 
: obliged them to all poſhble Care and Exactneſs, 
that by their exemplary Lives and Pehaviour, 
they might further inſtruct the People to whom 
they miniſtred, in the important Leſſons of Pie- 
ty towards GOD, and of Subjection and Duty 
to thoſe whom He had ſet over them. But in- 
ſtead of this, they themſelves were Traitors, 
Heady, High-miaded, and (as appears from Mouſes's 
- Addreſs to them, ) the chief Boutefeux in the' pre- 
ſent Rebellion. Levites, and yet Rebels] Levi tes, 
and yet Ring- Leuders in the Rebellion! 
I CARE not in any Words of mine own, to 
recount what Cauſe. has been given to bewail 
and expoſe the unchriſtian Temper and Carriage 
of too great a Number of Men in Hoy Orders : 
What Influence they have had in raiſing the. Spi 
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rit of Faction, and blowing the Fire that had 
like to have conſumed us. The ſame Great Autho- 
rity, to which I referr'd before, has publiſhed to 
the World, that © the Holy Scriptures were 
« wreſted, and the moſt wholſome Doctrines of 
« the Church of England 2 and abuſed 
« by theſe Men, in the moſt publick and ſcanda- 
« Jous Manner, in order to condemn the Juſtice 
« of the late happy Revolution; and thereby to 
« ſap and undermine the Foundation of our 
c happy Eſtabliſhment : And again, Tho' many 
« of the Conſpirators are avowed Profeſſors of 
« the Popiſh Religion, yet the more effectually to 
« cover and diſguiſe their molt wicked and traite- 
« rous Deſigns, and to delude his Majeſty's Sub- 
« jects, they did prevail on and procure ſeveral 
« Men in Holy Orders, Miniſters of the Church 
« of land, and who had before that time, 
« abjured the Pretender, to accompany, coun- 
« tenance and abett the {aid moſt traiterous En- 
« terprize, and in ſeveral Places in the Counties 
« where the ſaid Conſpirators, their Complices 
and Confederates then were, to pray for the ſaid 
« Pretender in the publick Churches, as King of 
e theſe Realms.” And ſome of the Chief amongſt 
thoſe who were guilty, have been Tenderly and 
Wiſely caution d, Not to rely any longer on 
« thoſe Directors of their Conſciences, by whoſe 
Conduct they had, very probably, been led in- 
to that miſerable Condition they were in. 

NOW ſuch an Aſcendency had theſe Jewiſb 
Grandees, and thoſe Sons of Levi, who were their 
Aſſociates, over the Ignorant and Unwary Vul- 
gay, that great Numbers of theſe were preſently 
engaged, and obſtinately byaſs d to their Party; 
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for we read that Korah gather d ALL the Congre- 
gation againſs them, unto the Door of the Tabernacle 
bf the Congregation: ; by which it ſhould ſeem that 
the Generality, at leaſt, had given in to the Fa- 
&ion ; which further appears by the univerſal 
Murmuring againſt Moſes and Aaron, upon the 
Occaſion of that ſurprizing Puniſhment and 
Death, inflited by GOD's immediate Hand on 
all the Principal Men in the InſurreRi6n. 

NOTHING is more eaſy than for deſigning 
and crafty Men to delude the giddy Populace 
with falſe Colours, and ſpeciqus Pretenſions to 
what they never mean. They are ready*to admit 
the moſt abſurd and inconſiſtent Things that can 
be ſuggeſted, when They are artfully prepared for 
it, and Theſe induſtriouſly ſpread amongſt them: 
And having once received the Lye, have no In- 
clination to enquire into it, or be informed of 
Matters as they really are. They are wont to 
be fond of Novelty and Change, and therefore 
readily cloſe with what may aſſiſt towards the 
introducing of Theſe, how falſe and groundleſs 
ſoever. Beſides, the thoughtleſs Multitude are 


wont to have bur little, if any Regards to GOD 


and to their Duty, and therefore are the more 
eaſily drawn into baſe and wicked Deſigns ; 
which ſeems to be the Reaſon of that Divine 
Law, Thou Halt not follow a Multitude to do Exil. 

UPON Theſe Accounts I ceaſe to wonder 
that the Dregs of the Britiſb People have every 
where taken fide with ſome more exalted Sons of 
Belial againſt GOD, and his Anointed : That 
ſuch great Numbers of the Irreligious and Pro- 


fane, of Thieves, Lyars and common Proſti- 


the gauſeleſs Cry of the Church's Danger from 


tutes, and ſuch-like, have either enter d into the 
Tents of theſe en, or wiſh well to their Cauſe. 
ceaſe to wonder, that while they have taken 


the 
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the Mouths of the factious Sons of Levi; They © 
have been really attempting to overthrow the 
1at | Church, and baniſh the Religion of Chriſt ; that 

7a. its Place might be ſupply'd with Antichriſtian 

ſa] | Superſtition and Pageantry. : 3 
THUS you have the Character of the Perſons 

d to whom the Text refers. We are next, 


II. TO enquire into their Crime, in which you 

ig have the Reaſon why They became à Sign. It has 
been already ſignify'd that their Sin was Rebel-" 

lian. Under this Head I ſhall take Notice of 
the Rebellion it ſelf; of the Spring and Source from 
which it had its Riſe; of the Meaſures by which 
it was formed at the firſt, and advanced after- 
wards ; and laſtly, of ſome ſpecial Aggravations 
with which it was attended. _ 
- Firſt, THE Rebellion it ſelf. Now that was 
directed againſt both GOD and their Gover- 
nours ; againſt GOD, becauſe againſt their Go- Prov. 
vernours. We read in the Verſe preceding that ** . 
in which the Text is, that They ſtrove againſt Moſes 
and againſt Aaron — --- when they flrove againſt the 
LORD. The Greek renders it, They made Inſur- 
reftiou ; and in the beginning of Chap. xvi. we 
are told, They roſe up before Moſes, and they gathered 
tbemſelves together againſt Moſes and againſt Aaron. 
Moſes was their ſupream Magiſtrate, and as ſuch 
is {tiled King in JO; he maintained the 
Dignity, and diſcharged the Duties of a Sove- 
reign Prince: That they charge him with ma- 
king himſelf altogether -a Prince over them; tho he 
was fo far from uſurping that Dignity, that he . 
would gladly have declined it at ſt and have V. 22. 
nized it afterwards, if GOD would have gi- 
ven him Leave. Aaron was the High-Prielt, 


u Girl) of Inuutarrhs int Maven, &cr. 
| B 2 aps 
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appointed to that Office by Moſes, in purſuance 


Numb. 
xvi. 28. 


** 
4 
. . 
4 
* 


of an expreſs Command he received from GOD 
for that Purpoſe; that He took not to himſelf 
that Honour, till he was called to it of GOD, 
as the Author to the Hebrews bears witneſs, and 
as farther appears from Exodus xxviii. begin. 
Their Titles were ſo clear and indubitable, that 


Moſes was confident of GOD's appearing in 


Vindication of them. Te ſhall know, ſays lie, that the 
LORD hath ſent me to do all theſe Works, for 1 have 
not done them of mine own Mind; he means. his 
undertaking the Government, and his appoint- 
ing Aaron to the Prieſthood. | 

NOW as Moſes and Aaron were the Miniſters 
of GOD, who derived their Authority from his 


_ Commiſſion, and acted by Virtue of that, the 


Rebellion againſt Them did reach to GOD Him- 
ſelf, and center d in Him. Thou, ſays Moſes, and 
all thy Company are gathered together againſt the 
LORD. They did, in effect, conteſt His Rights 
who is, upon the higheſt Reaſons, abſolute So- 


veraign in Heaven and Earth. They oppoſed 
themſelves to Him, whoſe undoubted Prerogative - 


it is to do whatſoever ſeems good in his Sight. 
"8" Government is an Ordinance of GOD, ap- 
pointed by Him for the Good of the World ; and 
Governours, ruling by Him, are His Vicegerents, 


and as ſuch delegated Gods; fo He expreſſy 


demands our Subjection and Homage to them: 
That to reſiſt and oppoſe Them, while They are 
diſcharging the Duties of their exalted Stations, 
is to fly in the Face of GOD, and expoſe our 
ſelves to his vindictive Strokes. . 

AND how full of the blackeſt Guilt muſt the 
preſent Rebellion appear to be, when theſe 
Things are duly conſidered > Our Rightful and 
Lawful Soveraign, King GEORGE, is, not on- 
ly in common with other good Kings, the Vice- 


gerent 
\ 


— — 
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that wiſe and ſovereign Diſpoſer of Things, 
has conducted him to the Throne, aſſerted his 
Rights, and eſpouſed his Intereſt, in a more e- 
minent and extraordinary Manner; on which I 
had occaſion to enlarge in a former Diſcourſe *. 

HE cannot be juſtly charged with taking too 
much upon Him, or with making himſelf a Prince 
over us; when without any previous Motion 
of his Own, His Right to govern us was ſet- 
tled and confirmed, by all that Legal Authori- 
ty from which any ſuch Right can be had; I 
mean the Crown and the Parliament: By theſe 
He was choſe, invited and authorized to come 
and ſave us from a long Succeſſion of ſworn Ene- 
mies to our Religion and Laws; who could 
have no Right to rule over us, when the whole 
Legiſlative Authority had ſet them aſide; and 
that upon ſuch Principles as appear to wiſe and 
reaſonable Men to be inconteſtable, and to car- 
ry their own Evidence with them: That the 
Laws of our Country, the Choice of the People, 
and the Providence of GOD diſcovering it ſelf 
in Theſe, and in many remarkable Inſtances 
beſides, have happily concurr d to make Him 
our King. But theſe Things have been fully ex- 
preſs d in a few comprehenſive Words. f His 
« Majeſty affected not the Crown by Force, 
« or by the Arts of Ambition, but fucceeded 
« Peaceably and Legally to it ; and on the de- 


e ceaſe of her late Majeſty, without Iflue, be- 


e came undoubtedly the next in Courſe of De- 
* ſcent capable of ſucceeding to the Crown, by 
“the Law and Conſtitution of this Kingdom; 


« as it Rood declard ſome Tears before the 


* Vide the King's true Divine Right, &c. 
7 Lord High-Steward's Speech. 
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& Crown was expreſly limited to the Houſe of 
ct Hanover. This Right was acknowledg'd, and 
ce the Deſcent of the Crowtri limited or con- 
e firmed accordingly, by the whole Legiſlature 
jn two ſucceſſive Miene and more than once 
*in the Latter. -— And we have been remind- 
ed, that when we were © under moſt deplor- 
able Circumſtances, it pleas'd Almighty GOD 
ce in his infinite Wiſdom, to call to himſelf the 
« late Queen Anne, and by a Concurrence of 
«< many moſt wonderful Providences, to give a 
ce quiet and peaceable Acceſſion. to his preſent 
«© maſt Gracious Majeſty to the Throne of his 
« Anceſtors ; to which he was receiv'd with 
one full Voice and Conſent of Tongue and 
* Heart, and the united Joy of every good 
Subject and good Proteſtant, as their only 
« lawful and rightful Liege Lord.” And how 
wonderfully has GOD appear'd in his Behalf 
ever ſince! He has vindicated his Rights, by 
ſcattering and confounding his implacable Ene- 
mies; By cauſing the Crown to flouriſh on his 
Head, in ſpite of all their Enmity and Oppoſi- 
tion ; while They are cloathed with Shame. A 
Rebellion againſt ſuch a Prince muſt ſtrike at 
GOD himſelf. I am, | 

Secondly, TO take Notice of the Springs and 
Source from whence the Oppoſition to Moſes had its Riſe. 
Now from the Exvy and the Ambition of the 
chief Incendiaries, ſprung thoſe fatal Commoti- 
ons which colt 1ſract ſo dear: Envy at their Su- 
periors, and an Ambition to be in their Places. 

THEY envyd Moſes in the Camp, and Aaron 
the Saint of the LORD. And the Language of 
their Lips diſcover'd that this lay at their Hearts. 


— 


— 


* Houſe of Commons in the Articles of Inpeachment. 8 
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Korabh was envious at Aarons Preferment to the 
prieſthood; and ſome think further incens d, 
when Moſes promoted Eliz.aphan the Son of Lx iel, Numb. 
to be Chief of the Houſe of the, Father of the Fa- ii 30. 
milies of the Kohathites : He being deſcended 
from the elder Houſe ; while Elixaphan was a 
Branch of the Younger. And being diſguſted 
at theſe Things, he is thought to have ſet him- 
ſelf to provoke the Emulation and Envy. of 
Dathan and Abiram againſt Moſes, to whom GOD 
had affign'd the firſt Poſt of Honour; and ſo 
had depriv'd their Tribe of the Privilege of Pri- 
mogeniture. That this was the Fault of Moſes and 
Aaron; viz. GOD had advanc'd them to ſp 
much Dignity and Honour ; not that they had 
ſinn'd againit Heaven, or wronged Iſrael in any 
thing. Their Enemies could not take Umbrage 
at any Male-Adminiſtration, any unrighteous 
Proceeding, or ſo much as an unhappy Miſtake; 
but fret at the Conduct of GOD, and the Choice 
that his Wiſdom had made. | 
IN the mean time they Ambitiouſiy aſpire to 
- I thoſe exalted Stations, to which they were not 
call'd, and for which they were no way qua- 
lify'd. Korah's Ambition inſpires him with a 
Deſign of ejecting Aaron out of the Prieſthood, 
and uſurping the Office himſelf ; as appears 
from that Reprimand of Moſes, Seek ye the Prieft- Numb. 
hood alſo ? Nor did he only engage his Confe- **+ 
derate Levites to aſſiſt in this vile Deſign, but 
ſeemz to have prevail'd with Dathan and Abiram 
to aſſert a pretended Right to the Civil Govern- 
nent, and to attempt the Depoſing of Moſes, 
that they might impoſe themſelves upon the 
cople ; for while the Goyernment continu'd 
in Moſes's Hands, Korah could never expect to 
ſucceed in his own ambitious Deſign. , - 
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- FACTION. has been truly deſcribed, Tie 
Madneſs of Many, in order to e the Ends of 4 
Few *. 


frequently drawn into Sedition and Tumult, 
by ſome Popular Pretences, to what is never in- 
tended? When the deviliſh Luſts of a few Men, 
their Pride and Ambition, their Envy and Re- 


venge, are at the Bottom of all. Jas. ob- 
uing the 


ſerves of Korah, that while he was pu 
vain Projects he had form'd for raiſing himſelf, 
he would ſeem all the while to be taking care of the 


Publick 


THUS have We ſeen an Army of Rebels 
expoling their own Lives, murdering their Fel- 
low -· Subjects, and laying their Country waltc, 
under Pretence of defending —- What ? a meer 
Chimera: A Divine, Hereditary, Indefeafible Right to 
the Crown ; and of Reſcuing the Church of HAng- 
land from Danger: Whereas the Real Cauſe is 
no other than the IIntolerable] Diſappointment 
of ſome Envious, Ambitiqus, and Perjur'd Men; 
who are not intruſted with Publick Affairs, that 
they may not Betray their Country: and for 
that Reaſon would glut theit Malice and Rc- 
venge on thoſe who ſtand in their Way. Thus 
you ſee the Spring of both Rebellions. 
Thirdly, LET us take notice of the Meaſures 
by which they were form d at firſt, and after advanc'd 
to the greateſt Head. Now theſe were egregious 
Les and Faljhood, unreaſonable Murmurings, and 
villanous Mrſreprefentations of Things; all includ- 
ed in that Expreſſion of St. 724. 
Core; where indeed the word A], muſt in- 
clude a Real Oppoſition; but a Yerbal one is 


e Gainſaying of 


—— 
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What Numbers of miſetable People ate © 


ine HO vw 5H © Try 


alſo intended, and is the Primary Import of it: © 
And there was a. great, degl of this. That they f 
charged Moſes and Aaron with uſurpiug the Sta- 
- tions GOD had aſſigned to them, has been al- 
£ ready obſerved ; and that it was falſe. How un- 
1" rcaſonably they murmur'd at the Conduct of 
5 Moſes, appears from their inſulting him in the 
„following Words, Ii it a ſmall Thing that thou haſt Numb. 
Wl brought 2% up out of a Land that floweth with Milk xvi- 33+ | 
© and Honey, to kill us in the Wilderneſs — where 
, they invidiouſly repreſent Egypt as a deſirable 
x Land, a Land flowing with Milk and Honey, which 
ir never pretended to; but abounded with 
Onions and Garlick. Beſides, it was a Land 
. of Bondage, where they were not allowed to 
ſerve their GOD according to his own Preſcrip- 
tions; and where they ſuffer d inhumane Hard- 
” BÞ hips under that Tyrant, Pharaos. h 

THUS among our ſelves, the Malecontents 
have been made to believe that a Popiſh Reli- 
gion and a French Yoke, under a ſpurious bigot- 
ted Impoſtor, are more deſirable than the Chri- 
; 


ſtian Reformed Religion, and the Liberties that 
Britons are wont to be fond of, under a mild 
and gracious Prince, who ſeeks our Welfare. 
| THEY charge Moſes with defeating the Ex- 
pectations he had raiſed ; Thou haft wot brought Ver. 1 
| 4 into a Land that floweth with Milk and Honey, 
e given us Inheritance of Fields or Vinepards. Where- 
as he had brought them to the Borders of Canaan, 
and was; ready to put them into actual Poſſeſſion 
af it: But by their Ingratitude and Infidelity, 
their Seditions and Mutinies, and other Sins, 
They had provoked GOD to deny them an En- 
trance into 1t. | 


= THUS had % a delightful Proſpe& of Peace 
and Publick Happinels, upon His A; — 


ine Enemies diſtteb'd the Publick Franquili- 
ty, and cauſed Confuſion and War; and then 
charged on His Government all the Miſchiefs 
that they themſelves are the immediate Authors 
of. But further, | 
"THEY carry on their Deſign againſt Moſes 
with fulſome, hypocritical Pretences concerning 
the Peoples Sanctity; Al the Congregation are 
Holy, ſay they, every one of them ; by which they 
intended to flatter the People, and weaken the 
Intereſt of Moſes and Aaron. But where was the 
Holineſs of this Infidel, this Idolatrous, this 
Perverſe Generation 'of Men? If They were 
Holy, who was ever Unclean ? But by this they 
would ſuggeſt, that every Man had as much a 
ight to the Prieſthood as Aaron, and that they 
were deprived of their ſpiritual Privileges. And, 
WHAT nauſeous, hypocritical Pretences to a 
Concern for a Proteſtant Church, are made by 
Thoſe who have been attempting to dethrone a 
Proteſtant King, and enthrone a bigotted Pa- 
piſt? A Proteſtant Prince and Family, who al- 
ways eſpouſed the Reformed Religion, in which 
they were educated, muſt be deſtroy'd, or dri- 
ven rigs 4: That he who ſuck'd in Popiſh Prin- 
ciples while he was at the Breaſt, who has al- 
ways declared for that Antichriftian Religion, 
who is ſupported by the Pope himſelf, and by 
none but Popiſh Powers, may be advanced on the 
Britiſb Throne, to ſecure the Proteſtant Church; 
and to protect and defend thoſe who adhere to 
her Intereſts, in Oppoſition to Popery. And yet 
we have heard it does not appeat chat they ſo 
much as capitulated for the Religion they pretend ſo 
great a Concern for, or requir d, much leſi obtain d, 
a fraih, Promiſe that it ſbbuld be preferved; vr even 
ED i tole- 


eſſion to the Throne; till our Reſtteſs, Inte- 


. . 
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ainſt His Perſon, His Government, and His 
mo Deſcendants ? What mean and ridiculous 
Calumny have they, not only whiſper'd, but 
utter'd aloud, to depreciate him in the Eſteem 
of the credulous Vulgar? Their Lying Lips have 
| i /poken grievous Things, proudly and contemptuouſly. 
7 THE laſt Thing I propoſed under this 
: Head, is, 
| Fourth!y, TO take Notice of ſome ſpecial Ag- 
gravatious with which Korah's Rebellion was at- 

tended; where amongſt other Things that might 

be remark'd, I ſhall only inſiſt a little on the vile 
Ingratitude, the deteſtalle Cruelty, and the unrelent- 

ing  Obſtinacy of thoſe who did abet and pro- 

mote it. 

1/4, THEIR vile Ingratitude, and that both to 

GOD and to Moſes, To GOD who had taken 
ſomuch Care of them, provided ſo well for them, 
and ſet ſo wiſe and good a Judge and Ruler over 
them: One form'd for Government, and in eve- 
ry reſpe& qualified for it. He had been edu- | 
cated in the Egyptian Court, in which he made 2 | 
conſiderable Figure; for he was called the Son of | 
Pharaob's Daughter, and was adopted by him as | 
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her Son, | 
Derience in Matters of State, and underſtood the 
Myſteries of Goveramenrt, ' In ſhort, GOD had 
delign'd, and fitted him in an uncommon Man- 
ner, for the great Undertaking. And what a 
tender Regard did he diſcover to that People, 
for whom ht form'd, and over whom he fixcd 
fach a finiſh'd Chicf > How baſe and ungrateful 
yernour be? And, | 
IF we conſider how Moſes behaved himſelf 
towards them, They will appear to have been 
ungrateful to him alſo, in the higheſt degree. 
He had offered them no Proyocations, he had 
done them no wrong. As he himſelf appeals to 
GOD, he had xe talen one ſs from them, neither 
had he hurt one of them. He had not abuſed his 
Authority in oppreſling. and injuring them in 
any particular, tho' they had been very peeviſh 
and provoking to him. As he was Meek beyond 
all Men, ſo they had given him frequent Occa- 
ſion to ſhow. it. How often did he interpoſe 
betwixt them and Danger ? How often did he 
turn away the Anger of GOD from them, and 
revent their utter. Deſtruction, when they had 
proyoked GQD to lift up his Hand againſt them? 
Such was the Prince whom theſe Ungrateful 
Ifraehites did withſtand. 5 | 
HOW much does Qur Own refemble him in 
the moſt agreeable Parts of his Character? He 
came not to us a Stranger to Government, but 
had been inſtructed in it from the beginning of 
his Life; He was a Soveraign Prince wany Years 
before he was ours, and reign'd over a People 
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to be his Succeffor *. He had great Ex- 


to GOD muſt their Rebellion againſt ſuch a Go- 
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who knew how to value and love Him, becauſe 
they found he ruled them with ſo great Wiſdom, 
— with the Tenderneſs which ſo much endears 
the Father of his People. And from the Time 
that he -came — us, N have found him, 
as They did, a Prince of admirable Clemency 
and Meekneſs: The flagrant Proofs of this have 
brought his very Enemies under a Neceſſity of 
acknowledging it: But why then are they Ene- 
BE mics? Has He hurt any one of them? Whoſe Pro- 
perty did He ever invade ? Where is the Man 
that ever He wrong'd, be he of high or low 
Degree? Who can aſſign any, the leaſt Shadow 
of Grievance under. his gentle Adminiſtration ? 
It is the Voice of the Nation, that * from the 
„Moment His Majeſty aſcended the Throne 
* to this, Day, His Reign has been one Series 
of Wiſdom, Juſtice and Clemency ; His La- 
© hours conſtant, unwearied and ſucceſsful 
© to. retrieve the Honour and Reputation of 
« theſe Nations; to re-eſtabliſh the Trade, 
« and recover the Wealth of His Kingdoms, 
« -— All imaginable Encouragement has been 
e given to the Church of England ; and a 
Right Reverend Prelate obſerves, that © his 
i Kindneſs to that has appeard in many 
s ſignal Inſtances: Indeed in every Circum- 
e ſtance where he had an Opportunity to ſhow 
«© jt.—-All Tenderneſs has been ſhewn even to 
* his Popiſh Subjects: His conſtant Care has 
been to procure the univerſal Good of his 
% People.” He has been indeed the Miniſter of 
GOD to m for Good, attending continually 
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en thy very thing, Now how heinous is their 
Ingratitude, both to GOD and to him, who 
Rebel againſt fuch a Prince? They who render 
Evil for Good are bis Adverſarien. 
24. I MENTION'D the moſt deteſable Cru; 
elty as another Aggravation in the Crime un- 
der Conſideration. For what would the Pub- 
lick have ſuffer d by the Loſs of ſuch excellent 
Governours as Moſes aud Aaron? And how de- 
plorably miſerable muſt their Condition have 
been, had ſuch envious, ambitious, and impla- 
cable Men got into their Places? Men, who 
were for raiſing themſelves on the Ruins of the 
Publick, and xo whoſe imperious Luſts the Peo- 
ple muſt have 'been Slaves. In our. own 


Caſe, | . l 
INTO what a Deluge of Miſery and Blood 
would thoſe Men have plung'd us, who have 
exerted themſelves to deprive us of ſuch a King, 
and to impoſe on us a monſtrous Religion, and 
a Deſpotick Power; which would have drawn 
à lang Train of aſtoniſhing Evils, and have en- 
taild them on us and our Poſterity > They 
would have wreſted from us and them, all that 
is dear to us as we are Men, as we are Briton, iſ coi 
and 8s we are Chriſtians. Bleſſed be tbe LORD! thi 
who has not given us as a Prey to their Teeth ! om 
Soul is eſcaped as a Bird out of the, Snare of tht 
Fowler, the Suare is broken and we are eſcaped | 
34ly. THE laft Aggravation I mention d was 
the unrelenting Obſtinacy of Korah and his Accom- 
plices. They per/iſt in their Sin to the very laſt. 
When Moſes ſummon'd them to a Deciſion, by 
- a ſolemn Appeal to GOD, the righteous Judge, 
Numb. Torah gather d all the Congregation unto the Doors of 
xvi. 19. the Tabernacle,. and the Glory of the LORD appear 
unto all the Congregation. That thus they ſtand 
e 


- $8580 PET: - 


Frey became 4 SLG Ne. 


it out at the very Tribunal of GOD. This was 
the higheſt Degree of audacious and harden'd 
a || Imprety.. : TEE: 

WAR is, in the Nature of it, an Appeal to 
| GOD; wherein the contending Parties wait for 
„his Deciſion by the final Iſſues of it. Our Ene- 
» nies have dared to venture on this: And tho 
1 the Matter has been decided againſt them, they 
e- vill not acknowledge any Convictions that their 
e Cauſe is bad. I remember we were once told, 


. 


„chat - thoſe Words were inſiſted on in their Joſhua 
o | Camp; The LORD GOD of Gods, the LORD *. . 


cl GOD of Gods he kiidws ; and Iſrael he ſhall know 
if if it be in Rebellion; r if in Tranſgreſſron againſt 
nl che LORD, ſave us not this Day. But this was 
really the Language of their Enterprize, whe- 
ther thoſe Words were apply'd. to it or no: 
And notwithſtanding the ſignal Appearances of 
GOD againſt them, we find they and their A- 
bettors diſcover the ſame Spirit, and allow 
the ſame Luſts of Envy, Malice, and Revenge 
to domineer within them, and to vent them- 
ſelyes in many Overi-Acts. 5 
THUS have we look d into the Crime which 
contains the Reaſon, why the Perſons, to whom 
the Text refers, became a Sign. I am, 


III. TO enquire into the Manner how they 
became-a Sign ; and what may be the particular 
Meaning and Import of that Expreſſion. Now in 
ſhort, They became a Sign by that .Remarkable, 
Penal Death, which GOD inflicted on them 
tor their Sin: with Reſpect to which St. Jude 
obſerves in one Word, that they periſhed. And 
in the Words with which the Text is connect- 
ed we are told, that the Earth opened her Mouth, 
and ſwallowed them up together. with Korah, when 
05.207: that 
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that Company died: what Time the Fire devour d 
two: bundred. and fifty Men : And of this we have 


et a larger Account in Chapter the 16th of this 
k. The Manner of Korahs Death has been 


controverted by learned Men, ſome think he 


was ſwallowed up by the Earth with Dat hun 
and Abiram: And this Opinion is favour d by 
our Tranſlation, in the Words I mention d laſt. 
But others conclude he was conſumed by the 
Fire from Heaven, with the two hundred and 


fifty Men; which Joſephus aſſerts. Reaſons are 


offer d on both ſides, but I need not purſue the 
Enquiry at preſent; but ſhall only obſerve, that 
where our Tranſlation favours the former Opi- 
nion, the Original may be. underſtood as refer- 
ring to the Subſtance, Goods, ayd Retinue of 
Korah - And ſo Tremellius reads it, Abſorpfit eos, 
& que erant Korachi. But whether he died by 
Tus Judgment or That, the Text refers to him 
as well as the reſt ; They became a Sign: Which 
Expreſſion implies the following Particulars, 


_ WY. 


THERE was ſomething extraordinary in the Mar- 
ner of their Death. Something that made it very 
obſervable, and obliged to a more. attentive 


Regard. - They did not .die the Common Death of 


all Men; nor were they viſited after the Viſitation 
of all Men : But the LORD made a new thing, 
and the Earth opened her Mouth, and ſwalow'd 
them up aud their Houſes, with all that did apper- 
tain to them, and they went down quick into the 
Pit. And the Earth cloſed upon them, and they pe- 
riſbed from among the Congregation: And there 
came out a Fire from the LORD, and conſum'd the 
two hundred and fifty Men that offered Incenſe. A 


more large and particular Account of both theſe 
Jadgments may be found in the Jewiſb Hi- 


ſtorian 
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5 THEIR . 2 Sign implies, that + 
were epos d to wes, Nets. They w ap 
mark d out for the Obſervation of the World. 
ragl was round abqut them, and | GOD de- 
'd::that they ſhould behold, and lay to. 
rt: fach an awful Event. Nor were they 
ſer forth for the Notice of that Age only ; but 
the Providence was ſo e and me- 
norable, that it might draw the Regards of 
eery future Age: And that whenever. Men 
read and — boos 2d Story concerning t 
hin may remark (and; adore, the Conduct 24 
D in this Affair. Nor were they barely, 
epd t public Notice: Hut in the next 
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hey lecame a Sign that GOD will avenge. 
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what Envy and ice what - 
| I bition- may bring Men to; when by indulging 
» if theſe Luſts, and endeavouring to gratify them, 
| If they provoke the Divine Nemeſis, and extort the 
* | Judgments of GOD on een, It e 
' IF implies, that 

THEIR Puniſhment Was 441 as a Warning 


' Wo err. They were expos d as n, 
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—— whom I ſo often fefer d. * 
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himſelf on fis Enemies, and on LY thoſe choſe who 


D Reveng- 


—— 


— 


Revenging Jultice, in Terrorem thut. orbem may haar 
and fear, = dy no more ſo wickedly. Theſe things, ſays 
St. Paul, were bir Examples, v0 the intent w 1c u B 
nat laſt after Evil things,” as hey alſo lußed j that 
we may learn to dread thoſe an. Sus that 
provoked GOD to _—_ a : yea, ro fear 
offending him by amy r other Sins) all 
Sins as Wel FO WY in particular, expoſe — his 
vindictive Wrath. EA 00” 
"THEIR Punifhment 7 fies to the World, 
how nmch a gracious GOD _ rare for his Servants 
white they are found in the Muy of then Duty. 
He looks upon their Enemies to be his own, and 
treats them as ſuch. GOD — 
white he deſtroy'd'thefe Men; and hereby 
forms the World: how happy his Servants are, 
be they Magiſtrates or be they not. He —_— 
their mie add that will render them r 

op pofes them. 

HAT in. 2 eidvedmeinces the 
Rae with this Part of my Diſcourſe, has been 
25 folemn'arjd re r- Providence; very at- 

fecting to every ferious and woll · diſpos d Mind: 
It bas forctd 9 our Attention for ſome time, and 

moved Compaſſion in every Brealt, an uncom - 
mon Compaifion for the Gegen d Sufferers, and 
for their greatly afflicted, ſurviving Relatives. 
SOME. — were e in the Iſtand; _ 
ſtrove againg King G GE, in the Company o 
other Conſpirators, when »k4y firove agamſt the i of 
LORD, did lately ſuffer thar Capital Puniſh- I © 
ment to which the "Juice of the Nation had ad- 
judged them: And they became a Sign. They 
died, but not the common Death 6 all Men : They 
were ng but not after the Nfitation of all Men: 
But by ſuch a Righteous, Punitive Stroke, as leſt 
Big dead, in that very Inſtam wherem-they ap- 


peard 


TREx became a SIGN. 
d in 2 vigorous, . Hort, ch. T 
— expos'd to public View in their Death, a " 
made à Spectacle to an innumerable Crowd o 
Beholders; and that too, as Monuments of Re. 
veng ing ice : Of the Juſtice of GOD, which 
deliver'd them into the Hands of their Injur d 
Prince; and of the Juſtice of the Nation, which 
deliver d them over to the Executioner : Not 
from any Hatred to their Perſons, - but for the 
Puniſhment of their Crimes, and for a Warni 
to others : To others, in whom the Fear o 
Puniſhment, may ſupply the want of Vertue e- 
nough, to deter them from ſinning in like man- 


ner. The Law would be but a dead Letter ro 


many, if its Sanction. were not executed on ſome 
[atleaſt] of thoſe who dare to tranſgreſs it. If 
Sinners were not apprehenſive of this, their 
Heatts would be fully ſet in them to do Evil. And 
herein GOD has diſcover d his Care of our 
Kins, and of his Faithful Subjects; cauſing 


that Miſchief to fall on their Enemies, which 
they deſign d againſt Him and Them. F it 

not been the LORD who was on our Side, now 
may we: ſay, if it had not been the LORD who was . 


on aur fide, when Men roſe up againſt 1, then they 
bad ſwallpwed us up quick, when their Wrath was 
kindled againſt us. Ft 


| IV. 1 SHALL now offer a few Things by way 


of Reflection on this Diſcourſe, and fo conclude, . 


Firſt, WE may obſerve, that it is 20 new 
thing for the Wiſeſt and Baſt of Princes to meet with 
Oppofition and evil Treatment from ungrateful and 


ſeditions Men, The beſt and cleareſt Title to 


Government; the moſt eminent Vertues, ſuch 
as Meckneſs, Clemency, and univerſal Good- 


"ls; -the .grexceſt Obtigazions char can be ld 
8 . 
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on a People, Will not reſtrain ſuch wicked Men 


from the vileſt Deſigns. | That which has hap- 
nid in our Days, and to our own. KIM, be- 
el Moſes in his, and many more in the Times 
betwixt them. n ee eee 8 
Secondh, WE may conclude from the Premi- 
ſes, that it is the Mf GOD that ſuch Relelli. 
eus Men ſhould ſuffer for their Sin. No wonder 
that their guilty Confedcrates ſhould murmur 
when they do ſo; as the /ſ-aelites. did in the Caſe 
of Korah and his Company; tho' the Hand of 
GOD did 'infli& their Puniſhment in ſo im- 
mediate and viſible a manner. AU the Congrega · 
tion of the Children of Iſrael murmur d againſt Mo- 
ſes and againſt Aaron, ſaying, Te have killed the Peo- 
. ple of the LORD: by which GOD was provok'd 
to deſtroy many Thouſands of them. 
THUS we hear an unreaſonable Noiſe about 
Severity, a loud Out- cry againſt the ſhedding of 
Blood; becauſe the Laws have been executed 
on ſome few amongſt many Thouſands of Traitors; 
and thoſe few condemn'd by the greateſt Authority, 
- after the faireſt Proceeding againſt them, and 2 
free Confeſſion (or in the Caſes of others, the 
fulleſt Proof) of the Blackeſ Crimes; and this 
Out- cry is made by that very ſort of People 
who threaten d the moſt barbarous and cruel 
Things againſt the Friends of the Government, 
when they preſum d that Matters would ſucceed 
as they wiſh'd. I have heard of ſome who have 


talk d of walking deep in the Blood of their 


Fellow-Citizens ; and of hanging them up at the 
Sign-Poſts. One was threaten'd to be put in 4 
Barrel with Nails, and roll d down a Hill, for ha- 
ving attempted ſome Service to his Country, 
when the Rebellion was forming. Theſe things 
F have heard from the Perſons to whom they 
6. — 2 : Were 
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dſerv d to ſuffer, except a Regard to GO and 


'27 


were faid; and they were ſuch as had: no way 


Religion, a: Love to cheir native Land, and the 


running ſome Hazard to ſerve it, merited ſuch 


Uſage as this. We could alſo remind theſe Mar: 


eiſul Complainants of thoſe Times wherein the 


Men of their Principles infliged far worſe Seve» 


ritiet on much greater Numbers, who never 
with thoſe Aggrayations that the preſent 


ries, and you'll think of his cruel. Proceedings a- 
gainſt ſome, who oppos'd a Prince that had vie- 


d 3 
ferers did. I'll only mention the Name of Jeff 


lated the moſt ſolemn Oaths and Promiſes, with 


a Deſign to, deprive- his People for ever of their 


Laws, their Liberties, aud their Religion. Bur 
NOW a. mild and righteons Government is 
ealumniated without Reſerve, for puniſhing a 
few of the greateſt Enemies it has. But; what 
Security could it have, that ſuch Men would not 
embrace the next Opportunity to diſturb the 
Publick Tranquility, and to deſtroy their Neigh- 
bours, were they now left to triumph in Impu- 
nity.? Has not the World ſeen, that they are 
not. to be won by the moſt engaging Candor, 


Clemency, and Goodneſs ; but are implacable 


againſt all Theſe? And is it fit that the Friends 
of their King and Country ſhould be the only 
Sufferers on ſuch an Occaſion > How much fa- 
tal Miſchief has been done to great Numbers 
of Theſe, by cruel and unnatural Men > Many 
have been plunder d of their Goods and E- 
ſtates; their Lands have been laid waſte, and 
their Houſes demoliſh'd or burnt. Not a few 
have been dangerouſly Wounded, loſt - their 
Limbs, and hardly eſcaped with Life : Yea, 
many have loſt their Lives, and many their 
deareſt Relations and Friends. A brave down 
v4 an 
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2 
And an illuſtrious Patriot, of equal Quality 
with the Higheſt of thoſe who have ſuffer d by 
public: Juſtice, falling into the Hands ef rhei 
true! Confederates, was abus d in a manner un- 
heard of before; and contrary to all the Laws 

Humanity and Arms, receiv'd, as we werc 

told, no leſs than ſeventeen Wounds : and after 


= * 


haying ſuſtain d 4 great deal of Miſery and Pain, 
at length expir'd, univerſally lamented by good 
Men, Now is it a reafonable thing, that thoſe 
who have contracted the blackeſt Guilt, ſhould 
_ Rarid on better Terms than honeſt, Loyal Sub- 
jects ; than brave and zealous Patriots? Meek 
and Merciful Moſes ſaw it was high Time that 
fach — Offenders ſhould be brought to Ju- 
ſtice; and therefore calls them forth to their 
Doom: And GOD himſelf works a Miracle for 

their ſorer Puniſhment. 1 3) 
- Thirdy, WE learn from what has been infiſted 
Prov. on the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of Solomon's Advice; 
xx1v. 21. My Son feaw thou the LORD and the Ning, aud 
meddle not with them who are given to Change. Some 
of the old Tranſlations read it, Keep no Com- 
pany with them who are ſeditious. We ſhould 
ar the provoking of GOD, and expoſing our 
ſelves to his Vengeance and Wrath. We ſhould 
fear the King in ſubordination to GOD, whoſe 
Vice-roy he is, to conſult the Good of the 
People, and to bring Offenders to Juſtice. And 
we ought to avoid the infecting Society of thoſe 
whom we know diſpos d to Rebel againſt GOD 
and their Governours. What has been inſiſted 
{1 on, illuſtrates - and confirms the Reaſon with 
V. a. which the Wiſe Man enforces that Advice: Fir 
Fal of Foa. 545694 
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ei Culamity, ſays he, bali rife. ſuddeniy, and who 
lo tberh the Ruin af them bath ? 1.6.) How great | 
Deſtruction may befal-both thoſe who fear not 

GOD, and thoſe who fear nat the King; or 

both thoſe who are given to Sedition, and 

thoſe who meddle with them. Elſewhere he tells 

us, An evil Man ſceket h | auly Rebellion, therefore a prov. xvii. 


crueb Meſſenger fall be ſent againſt .J. 2 11. 
Huth, WE may infer, the Equity and Im 
piireiality-of a Divine Proceſs, and of) the Judgmenth ' 
f:GQD : THEN became 4 Sgu. Ie refers, as 
you have heard, to all the (Heads of the Rebell 
en: The chief Men of the Tribes, the Princei ob 
the Aſſembly, and he Sons Lui. The great 
GOD does not puniſh the Sinners of low De3 
gree only, and let the High ones eſcape. He 
does not inflict his Judgments on ſome belong- 
ing to the Tribes more remote from himſelf, an 
ſaffer the Sinners in that which was near to 
him, to paſs with Impunity. No, his Wrath is 
revealed againſt the Famam Men, the Mes. of 
Neno tum when they Rebel: and his Judgments 
follow the Soxs of Levi, when they are as guilty 
as others, Which Conduct of GOD teaches us, 
that this is amongſt tbe Things which belong. 19 Prov. 
the Mie; it is not good to have reſpett of Perſous in xxiv. 23. 
— It would be an unrighteous thing to 

re the more exalted Sinners, and puniſh the 
inferior ones only; when their Guilt is the 
ſame in its general Nature: But in the former, 
aggravated and enhanced by the Circumſtances 
of their Character and Influence. Others are 
encourag d to venture themſelves under their 
Conduct; and frequently follow, for this Reaſon 
only, Becauſe ſuch are their Leaders. With 
this View the Traitors of greater Name do fre- 
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ledg d by the Chief of thoſe who have fallen 2 
Sacrifiee to Juſtice; he * hoped by the Example he 
gave to have induced other.. 
«oFifthly, WHAT Reaſon have we to bleſs, GOD, 
an the Behalf of thoſe: who are. preſerved from fuch 
aggravated Guilt, and the. Judgments conſequent on 
, When we behold others mad a Sign, and 

are led by their Puniſhment to reflect on their 


Grime; this ſhould diſpoſe us to bleſs GOD 


chat none of. our ſelves, none of our Relations 
or. Friends, have been drawn. away, by any 
Temptations, to ſin in this Manner; and. to ex- 
— themſelves to ſo much Diſtreſs and Suffering. 
hat Reaſon have H# in particular to bleſs 
GOD that we heat not of a Man of our Perſua- 
on found in the vile Confederacy, or an Ac- 
complice in the Deſign? Upon this Account we 
dre: maligned and hated, and even inſulted by 
thoſe who dare to diſcover their good Wiſhes to 
khat curſed Cauſe: This is the Reaſon of thoſe 
Diſtutbances we have lately met with in ſome 
of our Places of Publick Worſhip; and that 
when the known Deſign of our meeting together 
has been to pray for King GEORGE and the 
Nation, and for Succeſs againſt the Rebellion: 
And while we bleſs GOD for it, ue may juſtly 
2 in it, and we vill glory, that the Men 
whoſe Hands were ty d up that they might. not 
ſerve their King and their Country; and who 

are to this Day ſuffering under many unreaſo- 
nable Hardſhips, for no real Cximes, muſt be ac- 
kunovwledged immoveable Friends to the Govern- 
ment, and the true Intereſts of the Nation: 


27% VS 
FO” - —_ I 3 OO D 


* 


Vid. Late Earl of Derwent waters Speck. 
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2 laying to our Charge the Rebellion again 
in 


ward in loading them with thoſe unnatural. 
Grievances, are now in Bonds for their vile De- 
ſigns and hoſtile Attempts againſt the Publick 
Peace and Welfare. Theſe are the Men, Theſe 
and their Friends, wh6 have abuſed us ſo lon 
g Charles I. in which we were no more con- 
cernd than themſelves, and perhaps our Fa- 
thers leſs than theirs. But, pray who are the 
Rebels now? Who, but the Men from whom 
we have heard ſo much of Non-Refiſtance and Paſ— 
fe- Obedience? Who, but the Men that would 
allow. the Character of Good and Loyal Subjects 
to none but themſelves? And Theſe rebel at a 
Time when they cannot, with any Colour of 
Reaſon, pretend an Infringement of their Li- 


berties, an illegal Seizure of their Properties, 


an arbitrary Invaſion on the Conſtitution ; or 
any of thoſe Grievances, which, their f own H:ſto- 
rians acknowledge, provok'd to the Civil. Nur in 


41. Theſe. cannot pretend to fide with any Part 
of the Legiſlature, as the Men of that Day did; 


for they who have taken up Arms now, are de- 


clared Enemies to King, Lords and Commons 


at ONCE. 


— 2 = a [2 2 CE. AT bs — _ . 4 1 = 


—— 


* My own Father was threatened that 4 Gibbet ſhould be 


ſet at his Church Porch, or at bis own Door, and be bang- 


ed upon it, = preaching on theſe Words, during the Uſur- 
pation, Ezek. xxi. 27. I will Overturn, Overturn, Ovet« 
turn it, and it ſhall be no more; until he come whoſe 
Right it is, and I will give it him. And be was wont ts 


obſerve the 3oth of January as a Day of Humiliation. 


J Vid. Clarendon, Vol. I. 8 vo. p. 67, 68. & alibi, 
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II is our Happineſs' and our Honour, that 
we have not come into the Secret of theſe Men, not 
would we be znited to their Aſſemblies ; but what- 
ever | Diviſions there have been * leſſer Kind 
betwixt us and any other good Men who are 
Friends to the Government, They and we equal- 
y agree in our Obligations to ſubmit to, and ſupport 
it; and therefore we cannot diſcover the leaſt 
Shadow of a Reafofi why we ſhould not have 
the ſame Legal Capacities to ſerve, or defend 
it, as occaſion may offer. | 1 

Laſthh, Upon the Whole, LET #us obſerve, adore 
and improve the Condutt of Providence, aud magnify 
'GOD. Wefhould be wiſe and obſerve theſe Things. 
The Awefulneſs and Importance of ſuch Events 
demand our moſt ſerious Thoughts. The Wil- 
dom, the Juſtice of GOD, and his Truth ap- 
pearing in the Accomplifhment of his Threaten- 
ings, oblige us to revere and adore. We ſhould 


improve the divine Conduct, by being ſolicitous 


to ſtand on good Terms with GOD through Je- 
fas Chriſt; and by exciting in our ſelves a holy 
Fear of Him and His Judgments. We ſhould 
praiſe and magnify His Name for eſpouſing the 
Intereſts of Thoſe who cemmit themſelves and 
their Cauſe unto Him, and for delivering them 
out of the Hands of all their Enemies. Let us 
particularly. bleſs GOD for His Gaodneſs to our 
Native Land, that inſtead of permitting our Ene- 
mies to make us a Scene of hter and De- 
ſtruction, he has cauſed Them to become a Sign ; and 
that through His Fayour, our King is able to ſay, 
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+ Vide Archbiſhop of Canterbury's Sermon before the 


| Thou 


King, Jan. 30. 1715-6, P. 10, 11. 
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with the Liberty of Worſhipp1 
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Thou haſt ſubdued under me thoſe that roſe up againſt 
me : Thou haſt alſo given me the Necks of mine Ene- 
mies, that I might deſtroy them that hate me. And 
above all, let us bleſs his holy Name far ſecur- 
ing to us the Goſpel and the ug Kin of Chek, 
according 
to His own Apodlatntent > ; When our Eoemics 
were endeayouring to pour in. upon us whole 
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have faid to our Sault, bo n hat we 
men . i 
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N. B. TRE ſaid Mes: Lawrence being about to 
leave of Trade, Propoſeth to ſell ſeuera valuable 
Books at a very low Price. Printed Catalogues of which 


F bad at her 
S cirain ad Tan, gt i 


A vu. — 1% 
Ol 


FF pp ee ere Oo to ole AIRPORT 2 TAL Is Is Poets an rr Mt 
" * 5 5 MG . * 
= * - 
- ” 
- ;: * 
. * 
0 
* 


— „ 
— — * 
= VE. 


